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A. Standing items

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies (

1.1.  gave apologies on behalf of , George Pearmain, , and
 

2. Approve key points from meeting of Monday 18 October 2021 

2.1  thanked  and declared the minutes from the last meeting as approved. 
2.2 DH noted that it is likely this Group will continue to provide meeting minutes to the 

Economic and International Affairs Scrutiny Panel. 
2.3  noted an action from the last meeting re. the redaction of minutes was to obtain and 

circulate current guidelines on FOI requests and on the redaction of minutes.   
approached  for 
guidance who said that there are no guidelines as such for FOI or any general guidance 
around redactions. 

2.4  asked DH if this could be taken up with  to 
future proof any further redaction requests not just in the cannabis arena but to the wider 
Economy Department. 

2.5  noted that Article 35 (Formulation and development of policies) of the Freedom of 
Information (Jersey) Law 2011 (FOI Law) specifically allows information to be qualified as 
exempt ‘if it relates to the formulation or development of any proposed policy by a public 
authority’. 

2.6  stated that the FOI Law is the minimum benchmark. Sensitive information that might be 
treated as redactable under FOI may not be suitable as redactable for scrutiny and this is 
the question that hasn’t been answered.  suggested a formal request is put to both  

 and scrutiny to ensure and state that this Group is not trying to avoid providing 
information but that we don’t have information / guidelines to carry out redactions 
effectively.  

2.7 DH also suggested minutes are separated into Part A and B items. 

Action 1: DH to put in a formal request to scrutiny and  asking for guidance 
on redactions. 

Action 2:  to affirm with DH the structure of meetings going forward. 
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B. Business Arising

1. States Members briefing (ALL)

1.1  referred to the States briefing held on 18 November, noting it engaged, raised awareness
and engendered discussion between States Members on the emerging cannabis industry.  

 asked what the takeaways from the briefing were. 
1.2 DH applauded  on organising the briefing and said feedback was positive. The briefing 

was held at the Ouless Room in the Museum and on Teams.  Four States Members were 
present in person including Senator Farnham with approximately 20 Members attending 
online.  

1.3 DH mentioned the notion of a global cannabis conference, allowing for Jersey to capitalise 
on the huge corporation investment potential in this area ahead of other jurisdictions. It 
was noted however that there are a lack of structures which are independent to 
government to engage effectively and that the private sector has an important role to play. 
DH commented that he had a very positive meeting with  in this regard.    

1.4 DH said that a fully-fledged conference is not required but he needs to: 
 a). look at the tone of the conference 
 b). put structures in place (which mimic financial services sector e.g., Jersey Finance 

   Limited and Jersey Financial Services Commission) and; 
 c). look into a piece on research and development.    

1.5 DH is also cognisant of the fact that there is a lot of legislative work to bring things up to 
speed. DH has asked  to turn this into a project and monitor and ensure we have a 
timeline against this.  

Action 3:  to pull together a delivery plan that highlights timelines and resource 
requirements for legislation that either needs to be amended or replaced as part of a 
robust regulatory framework for Jersey's medicinal cannabis industry.  
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