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In light of the move to Stage 7 of the Reconnection Roadmap, the Magistrate’s Court has 

considered the measures it has in place to ensure the safety of staff and court users during the 

pandemic. 

The Magistrate’s Court remains a public building through which a large number of people pass 

each day.  For this reason, it remains important to ensure that the removal of safety measures 

only takes place once it is safe to do so.  Following consideration of the risk by the Court, the 

following pandemic specific measures will remain in place from 27 August 2021: 

1. All those who attend the building are asked to continue to wear masks in communal 

areas. 

2. 1 meter distancing will remain in place in the public gallery, the courtrooms and waiting 

areas.  It is recommended that a 2 meter distance is maintained whenever possible. 

3. The enhanced cleaning regime around the building, including in between cases being 

called, will remain in place. 

4. Access to interview room areas for defence advocates will continue to be granted by 

ushers.  This is to ensure that cleaning can continue to take place between use of the 

rooms. 

5. Those attending the building will still be required to use the track and trace facilities in 

place or to provide their details to the person at the front desk on arrival. 

6. Booking of seats in the public gallery is no longer necessary, although seats will be 

allocated on a first come first served basis to specific seats within the court room. 

7. The one-way movement of traffic through court rooms 1 and 2 will no longer remain 

in place. 

 

A number of the practical measures that were put in place throughout the pandemic have proven 

helpful to the administration of justice and the smooth running of the court.  For this reason, 

these changes will be adopted in the long term.  The following will remain the practice of the 

Court: 

1. All Youth Court cases will continue to be allocated hearing times by the Court. 

2. All Petty Debts Court cases will continue to be allocated hearing times by the Court. 

3. Advocates and Centeniers may wait either within the court room, when there is 

sufficient space for them to do so, or within the waiting areas of the court building 

allocated to them until such a time as their case is called on. 

4. Defence Advocates may use the allocated room next to court room 1 as a waiting area 

and place to store personal items while in court.  Access can be granted by obtaining a 

fob from the front desk on entry to the building.  The duty advocate may request access 



to an interview room in the corridor to the side of court room 2, should they assist with 

any cases where the defendant is on bail. 

5. All defendants attending the criminal courts will continue to wait outside the courtroom 

until their case is called on and they are requested to attend the court room by the usher. 

6. Petty Debts Court attendees will continue to wait within the allocated waiting areas 

until the usher indicates they may enter the court room for their case. 

7. A pre-court meeting, run by the greffier, will take place at 9.40am in the adult criminal 

court.  All parties shall attend in good time for the meeting with sufficient information 

to tell the court what progress can be made that day. 

8. The Court will continue to publish a weekly court list on www.gov.je each Friday, 

detailing the names of the cases due to be heard the following week.  

9. The Court will continue to publish the outcomes of cases daily on www.gov.je  

10. Parties are required to continue to submit all paperwork electronically whenever 

possible and to do so at least 48 hours before any hearing.  Where it is not possible to 

submit paperwork electronically, hard copies shall be provided to the court at least 48 

hours before the hearing to allow for their uploading to the document management 

system. 

  

Aimée Crowder 

Magistrate’s Court Greffier 

http://www.gov.je/
http://www.gov.je/

