Media Release   10 July 2006
24 hour e-library for everyone

Jersey Library now offers remote access to major reference material online. The public can now use these important online resources completely free of charge, simply by being a member of the library.  They can log in from any computer at any time, using their library card number.  This means that lots of new, up-to-date reference books that appeal to a wide range of people are available day and night.

On offer are five Oxford University Press (OUP) resources:  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford English Dictionary Online, Oxford Reference Online, Grove Music Online and Grove Art Online.  (see attached sheet for more detail)
Senator Mike Vibert, Minister for Education, Sport and Culture said “This is a great example of how the States website can be used to improve services for the public. This scheme, provided by the library service, is a real step forward in 21st century learning for the island”
Heather Morton, Reference and Information Services Librarian is keen to emphasise that “OUP provides quality information we can all rely on. These online services will be really useful for students, especially those who work late into the night!   At the library, staff will be available to introduce you to the resources and show you how to get the most out of them”
For the first time in public library history, a national agreement on subscribing to major reference sources from blue chip publishers has been negotiated.  This agreement has been extended to the Jersey Library and represents fantastic value for all library users.  

To access any of the OUP online services library members should log on to www.gov.je/library, click on the special links, look for the library log-in page and insert their full library membership number which starts with JEP (in capital letters).
For further information contact:

· Pat Davis, Chief Librarian 01534 759993

· Heather Morton, Information and Reference Librarian 01534 759992
More information on the Oxford University Press digital reference products:
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: The complete text of the thirty-three volumes of the original and all its supplements.  50,000 biographies of people who shaped the history of the British Isles and beyond, from the earliest times.  63 million words, 10,000 portraits all on your desktop

Oxford English Dictionary Online:  the ultimate authority on the English language. The online publication enables searches of the equivalent of 23 volumes of information with speed from a wide range of starting points.
Grove Music Online: the most comprehensive music site on the web (contains the full text of The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians, The New Grove Dictionary of Opera and the New Grove Dictionary of Jazz)

Grove Art Online: a vast encyclopaedia of art (45,000 articles.21,000 biographies, 6.800 contributors 130,000 links and images)
Oxford Reference Online /premium collection: a giant reference work of over 130 subject dictionaries.  (over 1 million entries, more than 6,000 illustrations and 500+ maps and flags)
