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DRAFT ANIMAL WELFARE (PROHIBITED 

PROCEDURES – EXEMPTIONS) (JERSEY) ORDER 202- 

Made [date to be inserted] 

Coming into force [date to be inserted] 

THE MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT makes this Order under Articles 6 

and 34 of the Animal Welfare (Jersey) 202- and Article 11 of the Veterinary Surgeons 

(Jersey) Law 1999 – 

1 Interpretation 

In this Order – 

“bird” has the same meaning as in the Animal Health (Jersey) Law 2016; 

“cattle” means all animals of the bovine species including bison and buffalo; 

“disbudding” means removal of the horn bud of cattle, goats or sheep; 

“domestic fowl” means a domesticated member of the species Gallus gallus; 

“farmed” means an animal or bird kept for– 

(a) production of meat, wool, skin, fur, eggs or other products; 

(b) restocking supplies of game; or 

(c) a breeding programme for the purposes of (a) or (b); 

“horse” means an animal of the family Equidae, including crossings of species within 

that family; 

“Law” means the Animal Welfare (Jersey) Law 202-. 

2 Prohibited procedures - specific exemptions 

Despite Article 6 of the Law, an offence is not committed if a procedure listed in column 1 

(procedure) of a table in the Schedule to this Order is carried out – 

(a) by a person permitted to do so under Article 4; 

(b) in accordance with any restriction or requirement listed, in relation to that 

procedure, in column 2 (restriction or requirement under Article 2(b)) of the 

table; 

(c) in a way that minimises pain and suffering caused to the animal; 

(d) in hygienic conditions; and 

(e) in accordance with good practice. 
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3 Prohibited procedures - emergency exemption 

(1) Despite Article 6 of the Law, an offence is not committed if a prohibited procedure 

is carried out in an emergency for the purpose of saving the life or relieving the pain 

of the animal. 

(2) A procedure carried out under paragraph (1) must, so far as practicable in all the 

circumstances, be carried out in accordance with Article 2. 

4 People who may carry out exempt procedures 

(1) A procedure carried out under Article 2 must be carried out by a veterinary surgeon 

or by any other person permitted to carry out that procedure under the Veterinary 

Surgeons (Jersey) Law 1999 to the extent permitted by that Law. 

(2) The restriction in paragraph (1) does not apply to the following procedures carried 

out on pigs aged 7 days or less – 

(a) tail docking; 

(b) castration. 

5 Veterinary Surgeons (Jersey) Law 1999 amended 

In Schedule 1 to the Veterinary Surgeons (Jersey) Law 1999, for paragraph 4(b) there is 

substituted – 

(b) the amputation of the dew claws of a dog if the dog is a puppy whose 

eyes have not yet opened. 

6 Citation and commencement 

This Order may be cited as the Animal Welfare (Prohibited Procedures – Exemptions) 

(Jersey) Order 202- and comes into force [immediately after the coming into force of the 

Animal Welfare (Jersey) Law 202-]/[7 days after it is made]. 
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 SCHEDULE   

(Article 2) 

EXEMPT PROCEDURES AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS 

1 Cattle 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 

Ear clipping  

Ear notching  

Ear tagging  

Freeze branding  

Micro-chipping  

Tattooing  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration 

Castration by the method of application of a rubber ring or 

other device to constrict the flow of blood to the scrotum 

is permitted only of animals aged 7 days or less. 

If any other method is used, if the animal is aged 2 months 

or more, an anaesthetic must be administered and the 

procedure must be undertaken by a veterinary surgeon. 

Embryo collection or transfer by 

a surgical method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed animal. 

Ovum transplantation, including 

ovum collection, by a surgical 

method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 

Dehorning Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Disbudding 

Only of animals aged 6 months or less. 

Disbudding by the method of chemical cauterisation is 

permitted only on animals aged 7 days or less. 

If any other method is used, anaesthetic must be 

administered. 
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Nose ringing  

Removal of supernumerary teats 
Anaesthetic must be administered if the animal is aged 

3 months or more. 

2 Pigs 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 

Ear clipping  

Ear notching  

Ear tagging  

Micro-chipping  

Tattooing  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration 

The method of castration must not involve the tearing of 

tissue.  

An anaesthetic and prolonged analgesia must be 

administered for an animal aged 7 days or more.  

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed animal. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 

Nose ringing 
Only if the animal is not kept continuously in an indoor 

husbandry system. 

Tail docking 

Only if measures to improve environmental conditions or 

management systems have first been taken to prevent tail-

biting, but there is still evidence to show that injury to 

pigs’ tails by biting has occurred. 

The method used must involve quick and complete 

severance of the tail. 

An anaesthetic and additional prolonged anaesthesia must 

be administered if the animal is aged 7 days or more. 

Tooth reduction 

Only if measures to improve environmental conditions or 

management systems have first been taken to prevent tail-

biting and other vices, but there is still evidence to show 

that injury to sows’ teats or to other pigs’ ears or tails by 

biting has occurred. 

The procedure – 
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(a) must consist only of the uniform reduction of the 

corner teeth by either grinding or clipping, leaving 

an intact smooth surface; 

(b) is permitted only if the animal is aged 7 days or 

less. 

Tusk trimming 
Only if there is evidence to show that it is necessary to 

prevent injury to other animals, or for safety reasons. 

3 Birds 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

All procedures 

All procedures specified below 

other than beak trimming 

Must not be performed on – 

(a) conventionally reared meat chickens; or 

(b) a laying hen, or a chick that is intended to become a 

laying hen, that is kept with 350 or more such birds.  

Identification procedures 

Micro-chipping  

Neck tagging 

May only be carried out on farmed ducks, and only if 

performed within 36 hours of hatching for the purposes of 

a breed improvement programme. 

Web notching 

May only be carried out on farmed ducks and only if 

performed within 36 hours of hatching for the purposes of 

a breed improvement programme. 

Web tagging 

May only be carried out on – 

(a) farmed birds for the purposes of breed improvement 

programmes or testing for the presence of disease; 

(b) birds other than farmed birds for conservation 

purposes (including education and captive breeding 

programmes) or for research. 

Wing tagging 

May only be carried out on – 

(a) farmed birds for the purposes of breed improvement 

programmes or testing for the presence of disease; 

(b) birds other than farmed birds for conservation 

purposes (including education and captive breeding 

programmes) or for research.  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration 
Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed bird. 
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Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed bird. 

Ovidectomy 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed bird. 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed bird. 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 

Beak trimming of poultry 

(domestic fowl, turkeys, geese, 

ducks, guinea fowl, quails, 

pheasants and partridges) 

Must be carried out using an infrared laser designed for 

beak trimming, and only to prevent feather pecking and 

cannibalism if the bird is aged less than 10 days. 

Beak trimming of poultry for meat production must only 

be carried out on the advice of a veterinary surgeon if 

measures to prevent feather pecking and cannibalism have 

not succeeded. 

Desnooding (the removal of a 

turkey’s snood) 

If the turkey is aged less than 22 days, by manual pinching 

out or with an instrument in a fit state of repair that has 

been designed, or is of a kind commonly used, for the 

purpose of performing that procedure. 

De-toeing of domestic fowl and 

turkeys 

Only on a bird aged less than 3 days, unless a veterinary 

surgeon considers that it is necessary to carry out the 

procedure. 

Anaesthetic must be administered if the bird is aged 

3 days or more. 

Dubbing (the removal of the 

comb of a domestic fowl) 

 

Only on a bird aged less than 3 days, unless a veterinary 

surgeon considers that it is necessary to carry out the 

procedure. 

Anaesthetic must be administered if the bird is aged 

3 days or more. 

Laparoscopy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Wing pinioning (the disabling 

of the wing by the removal of 

the metacarpal bone and the 

phalanges of a wing) 

Anaesthetic must be administered if the bird is aged 10 

days or more. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed bird. 

4 Sheep 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 

Ear clipping  
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Ear notching  

Ear tagging  

Micro-chipping  

Tattooing  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration 

Castration by the method of application of a rubber ring or 

other device to constrict the flow of blood to the scrotum 

is permitted only of animals aged 7 days or less. 

If any other method is used, castration of an animal aged 

3 months or more is permitted only if anaesthetic is 

administered. 

Embryo collection or transfer by 

a surgical method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed animal. 

Laparoscopic insemination 
May only be carried out as part of a breed improvement 

programme. 

Ovum transplantation, including 

ovum collection, by a surgical 

method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 

Dehorning Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Disbudding  

Removal of the insensitive tip of 

the horn 

 

Tail docking 

In all cases, enough of the tail must be retained to cover 

the vulva of a female animal or the anus of a male animal. 

The method of application of a rubber ring or other device 

to constrict the flow of blood to the tail is permitted only 

for animals aged 7 days or less. 

If any other method is used, anaesthetic must be 

administered. 

5 Goats 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 
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Ear clipping  

Ear notching  

Ear tagging  

Micro-chipping  

Tattooing  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration 

Castration by the method of application of a rubber ring or 

other device to constrict the flow of blood to the scrotum 

is permitted only of animals aged 7 days or less. 

If any other method is used, castration of an animal aged 

2 months or more is permitted only if anaesthetic is 

administered. 

Embryo collection or transfer by 

a surgical method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed animal. 

Laparoscopic insemination 

May only be carried out as part of a breed improvement 

programme. 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Ovum transplantation, including 

ovum collection, by a surgical 

method 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 

Dehorning Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Disbudding  

Removal of the insensitive tip of 

the horn 

 

6 Horses 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 

Freeze branding  

Hot branding  

Micro-chipping  

Tattooing  
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Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

7 Other species 

Procedure Restriction or requirement under Article 2(b) 

Identification procedures 

Ear clipping  

Ear notching  

Insertion of subcutaneous 

tracking devices 

 

Tagging  

Chemical branding of fish  

Freeze branding of fish  

Micro-chipping  

Removal or perforation of 

fishes’ fins, adipose fins or fin 

rays 

 

Tattooing  

Other methods of identification 

involving a mutilation required 

by law 

 

Procedures for the control of reproduction 

Castration Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Embryo collection or transfer by 

a surgical method 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Implantation of a subcutaneous 

contraceptive 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Must not be carried out on a farmed animal. 

Ovum transplantation, including 

ovum collection, by a surgical 

method 

Only as part of a conservation breeding programme. 

Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Spaying Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Vasectomy Anaesthetic must be administered. 

Other management procedures 
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Laparoscopy 

If the animal on which the procedure is to be performed is 

not a reptile, only as part of a conservation breeding 

programme. 

In all cases, anaesthetic must be administered. 

Removal of the dew claws of 

dogs 

Anaesthetic must be administered, except if the dog is a 

puppy whose eyes have not yet opened. 

Removal of fish scales Only for the purposes of age determination. 

 

 


