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Interim Review of the Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011 – Public 

consultation 

 

The purpose of the consultation 

The Government of Jersey is seeking your views on the current scope of the 

Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011. Your input will help shape an ongoing 

review to determine whether the Law remains effective—or whether its scope should 

be expanded to enhance transparency and accountability across publicly funded 

organisations. The Review of the Freedom of Information (Jersey) 2011 Law – 

Interim Report provides an update on the progress made by the Government of 

Jersey.  

Under the Law, certain public bodies-known as Scheduled Public Authorities (SPAs)-

are legally required to provide information about their functions when requested by 

members of the public. These currently include: 

1. The States Assembly, including the States Greffe 

2. Ministers 

3. Committees or other bodies established by resolution of the States or in 

accordance with States Assembly standing orders 

4. Departments established on behalf of the States 

5. The Judicial Greffe 

6. The Viscount’s Department 

7. Andium Homes Limited 

8. The States of Jersey Police Force 

9. Parishes 

10. The Office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People (established 

under the Commissioner for Children and Young People (Jersey) Law 2019) 

 

However, many other organisations on the island deliver a public function or receive 

substantial public funding but fall outside the Law’s current scope. This creates an 

uneven landscape of accountability and can erode public trust long-term. 

We would welcome comments from members of the public and other professional 

stakeholders, especially local organisations who deliver statutory functions or receive 

a significant proportion of their budget from the Government. 

  

https://statesassembly.je/getmedia/a5896ce4-553e-4fbb-bad2-cd8e703949f0/R-138-2025.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://statesassembly.je/getmedia/a5896ce4-553e-4fbb-bad2-cd8e703949f0/R-138-2025.pdf?ext=.pdf
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Consultation process 

Public consultation  September to November 2025 

Analysis of consultation feedback December 2025 

Consultation feedback report January 2026 

 

You can provide your feedback by completing the online survey or provide a written 

submission, comment or question by email or post using the details below. 

Email: FOIreviewconsultation@gov.je 

Post: Strategic Policy, Planning and Performance 

Government of Jersey 

Union Street 

St Helier 

JE2 3DN 

 

Closing date for written submissions, comments and questions: 10 November 2025 

  

mailto:FOIreviewconsultation@gov.je
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Data protection  

Strategic Policy, Planning and Performance is registered as a 'Controller' under the 

Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018, as we determine the purpose and means of the 

processing of the personal information collected about you for this service. More 

information can be found in Public Engagements and Consultations privacy notice. 

Your personal information will not be shared outside of the team developing this 

policy or published online as part of the consultation, but we may use it to notify you 

of progress and/or further consultations relating to policy development. Under 

Jersey’s Data Protection Law, you have the right to ask us not to contact you again 

(withdraw your consent to the further processing of the information). This will, 

however, mean that we will be unable to keep you informed throughout the various 

stages of the project. Should you wish to exercise this right please email us at 

FOIreviewconsultation@gov.je. 

We may quote or publish responses to this consultation including information being 

sent to the Scrutiny Office, quoted in a published report, reported in the media, 

published on www.gov.je, listed in a consultation summary but will not publish the 

names and contact details of individuals without consent. Confidential responses will 

still be included in any summary of statistical information received and views 

expressed. Under the Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011, information 

submitted to this consultation may be released if a Freedom of Information request 

requires it, but no personal data may be released.  

  

https://www.gov.je/Government/Departments/PrivacyPoliciesRetentionSchedules/SPPPPrivacyPolicies/Pages/PublicEngagementsandConsultations.aspx
mailto:FOIreviewconsultation@gov.je
http://www.gov.je/
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Consultation 

Interim Review of the Freedom of Information (Jersey) Law 2011 – Public 

Consultation 

 

Content 

This consultation document includes the following sections:  

Section 1: Review of the Law 

Section 2: Policy principles 

Section 3: Organisations under consideration 
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In March 2025, the Council of Ministers initiated a review of the Freedom of Information 

(Jersey) Law 2011 (‘the Law’).  

The purpose of the review is to examine the Law with a view to supporting transparency and 

promoting a strong “right to know”, while also managing the volume and cost burden on the 

public purse and supporting the effective conduct of public business. The review also 

considers the potential extension of the Law to additional public bodies, notably, those in 

public ownership or control, or funded by the public. 

In more detail, the review includes the following areas:  

a) The extent to which additional information can be provided in the public domain.  

b) Exemptions, cost considerations, provisions for repeat and vexatious requests.  

c) Extending the Law to include other public bodies.  

d) The structuring of the Law, including treating each Scheduled Public Authority as a 

separate body.  

e) Any other legislative improvements to support transparency and the objectives of the 

review.  

f) Any other operational improvements, including applications for AI or more automated 

mechanisms for compiling, assimilating and releasing information to support 

transparency and the objectives of the review. 

Four workstreams have been developed to identify ways in which the Law, and the 

management and processing of FOI requests within SPAs, can be improved to support 

transparency while ensuring efficiency and cost-effectiveness. The following table lists the 

workstreams and their purpose. 

Workstream Purpose 

Operational improvements Identify changes to internal processes, 
procedures and training to improve the way 
the Law is implemented, and information is 
disclosed. 
 

Reduction of Freedom of Information 
requests through improved access to 
information 

Identify: 
 
- what type of information/data should be 

systematically published by the SPAs 
within the States of Jersey 

- how SPAs can engage with repeat 
requestors more effectively. 

 

Extent of the Law Review of the current extension of the Law 
to arms-length bodies and state-owned 
entities, previous decisions of the States 
Assembly regarding further extension, and 
a consideration of which public authorities 
should the Law apply to, given global 
precedents. 

Legislative improvements Identify what changes may be required to 
deliver Ministerial policy objectives. 

Section 1: Review of the Law 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_17_2011
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_17_2011


  

Page 7 of 11 
 

The public consultation has been designed on the following four policy principles. 

POLICY PRINCIPLE 1 

Public Ownership should carry a duty of transparency and accountability. 

 

Rationale: States-owned organisations like Andium Homes are currently subject to the 

Freedom of Information (FOI) Law, yet other States owned organisations are not. This 

inconsistency creates an uneven standard of accountability despite being owned by the 

States of Jersey.  

All publicly owned organisations should be held to the same transparency standards. When 

public money is involved, the public has a right to know how it is being used and how 

decisions are made. Excluding certain organisations from FOI obligations creates a 

transparency gap that weakens public trust and limits democratic oversight.  

 

 POLICY PRINCIPLE 2 

Statutory public service delivery should carry with a duty of transparency and 
accountability.   

 

Rationale: The Children’s Commissioner, which has been established in statute to deliver 

public functions, is already included in the Freedom of Information Law. Other similarly 

established organisations have not been included.  When a body is created or empowered 

by statute to deliver a public service it exercises authority on behalf of the public. This 

authority must be accompanied by mechanisms that allow the public to scrutinise its 

decisions, operations, and use of resources.   

Therefore, any organisation delivering a statutory function should be included in the 

Freedom of Information Law.   

 

POLICY PRINCIPLE 3 

The receipt of public funding should come with a duty of transparency and 
accountability.  

 

Rationale: Bodies whether owned, established or receiving a significant grant from the 

Government of Jersey should be open to requests from members of the public on how they 

allocate and use the resources funded by taxpayers.  

  

  

Section 2: Policy principles 
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POLICY PRINCIPLE 4 

Accountability should be proportional to the level and frequency of receipt of 
public money.  

 

Rationale: Organisations that have not been established by the States but receive grants to 

deliver a service should be subject to freedom of information requests if they regularly 

receive a significant grant from the Government every year. 

 

 

The four policy principles in Section 2 informed the following groups of organisations 

that could be considered for inclusion in the scope of the Freedom of Information 

(Jersey) Law 2011 for the purpose of this public consultation.  

- States Owned Entities: Corporate organisations owned by the government, 

either fully or partially. These entities are created to engage in commercial 

activities on behalf of the state and often serve public interest goals alongside 

profit-making objectives. 

- States established (in statute) independent bodies or office holders:  

Organisations created by legislation (statute) to perform specific public functions 

independently from direct government control. These bodies are designed to 

operate at arm’s length from ministers or departments to ensure impartiality, 

transparency, and accountability—especially in areas requiring oversight, 

regulation, or adjudication. 

- States established delivery entities: Public bodies created by the government 

(often through legislation) to deliver public services or functions directly to 

the public. These entities are typically operational in nature and may range from 

non-commercial service providers to commercially oriented organisations. 

- Non – state established entities that receive grants from the Government: 

Organisations that are not created by statute or directly controlled by the 

government, but still receive public funding typically in the form of grants to 

support activities aligned with public policy or community benefit. 

Appendix I to IV provides examples of organisations under each group. 

 

 

 

 

Section 3: Organisations under consideration 
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Appendix I - States Owned Entities (SOEs)  

Fully owned by the States of Jersey   Partly owned by the States of Jersey   

Andium Homes Limited   Jersey Water    

Jersey Post International Limited   Jersey Electricity Plc   

JT Group Limited   -   

The States of Jersey Development 

Company Limited   

-   

Ports of Jersey Limited   -   

  

Appendix II - States Established (in statute) independent bodies and office 

holders   

Independent Body  Established under:   

Jersey Care Commission   Regulation of Care (Jersey) Law 2014   

Jersey Financial Services Commission   

   

Financial Services Commission (Jersey) 

Law 1998   

Jersey Gambling Commission   Gambling Commission (Jersey) Law 

2010   

Jersey Bank Depositors Compensation 

Board (JBDCB) 

Banking Business (Depositors 

Compensation) (Jersey) Regulations 

2009   

Jersey Advisory and Conciliation Service   Jersey Advisory and Conciliation (Jersey) 

Law 2003   

Data Protection Authority   Data Protection Authority (Jersey) 

Law 2018   

Jersey Law Society   The Law Society of Jersey Law 2005   

Charity Commissioner   Charities (Jersey) Law 2014   

Comptroller and Auditor General   Comptroller and Auditor General (Jersey) 

Law 2014   

Channel Islands Financial Ombudsman   Financial Services Ombudsman (Jersey) 

Law 2014   

Jersey Competition Regulatory Authority   Competition (Jersey) Law 2005   

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_42_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_1998
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_1998
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_2010
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_2010
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_114_2009
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_114_2009
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_114_2009
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_2003
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_2003
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_4_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_4_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_9_2005
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_41_2014_20230411
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_25_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_25_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_14_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_14_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_6_2005
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Director of Civil Aviation   Civil Aviation (Jersey) Law 2008   

Jersey Resolution Authority   Bank (Recovery and Resolution) (Jersey) 

Law 2017   

Jersey Overseas Aid Commission   Jersey Overseas Aid Commission 

(Jersey) Law 2005   

Jersey Legal Information Board   Jersey Legal Information Board 

(Incorporation) Law 2004   

States of Jersey Complaints Panel   Administrative Decisions (Review) 

(Jersey) Law 1982   

Jersey Appointments Commission   States of Jersey (Appointment 

Procedures) (Jersey) Law 2018   

Official Analyst   Official Analyst (Jersey) Law 2022   

Police Authority    States of Jersey Police Force Law 2012   

Police Complaints Authority   Police (Complaints and Discipline) 

(Jersey) Law 1999   

Statistics Jersey   Statistics and Census (Jersey) Law 2018   

Statistics Council   Statistics and Census (Jersey) Law 2018   

 

Appendix III - States Established delivery entities   

Delivery Entity   

Digital Jersey   

Jersey Business   

Jersey Finance  

Jersey Consumer Council   

Jersey Safety Council  

Visit Jersey   

Bureau des Iles Anglo-Normandes   

Channel Islands Brussels Office   

Government of Jersey London Office   

Jersey Law Commission   

Jersey Compensation Board   

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_35_2008_20240110
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_10_2017
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_10_2017
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_24_2005
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_24_2005
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_17_2004
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_17_2004
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_1982#:~:text=Where%20any%20person%20(referred%20to,may%20apply%20to%20the%20Greffier
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_11_1982#:~:text=Where%20any%20person%20(referred%20to,may%20apply%20to%20the%20Greffier
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_13_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_13_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_30_2022
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_37_2012
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_4_1999
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_4_1999
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_2018
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Criminal Injuries Compensation Board   

Jersey Heritage   

Jersey Opera House   

Jersey Child Care Trust   

Jersey National Park    

  

Appendix IV - Non – state established entities that receive grants from the 

Government (based on Public Accounts 2024)   

Organisation    

Jersey Sport    

Jersey Arts Centre Association   

Jersey Product Promotion Limited   

Jersey Employment Trust   

Jersey Battle of Flowers   

Citizen’s Advice Jersey  

Brighter Futures   

Jersey Cares   

Jersey Island Genetics LTD   

Art House Jersey   

Jersey Community Foundation   

Association of Jersey Charities   

Beresford Street Kitchen   

Beaulieu Convent School    

De La Salle College   

FCJ Primary School   

 

 


