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Plan-making

Local Plans

150.

151.

152.

153.

154.

155.

156.

Local Plans are the key to delivering sustainable development that reflects the
vision and aspirations of local communities. Planning decisions must be taken
in accordance with the development plan unless material considerations
indicate otherwise.3?

Local Plans must be prepared with the objective of contributing to the
achievement of sustainable development.3 To this end, they should be
consistent with the principles and policies set out in this Framework,
including the presumption in favour of sustainable development.

Local planning authorities should seek opportunities to achieve each of the
economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development,
and net gains across all three. Significant adverse impacts on any of these
dimensions should be avoided and, wherever possible, alternative options
which reduce or eliminate such impacts should be pursued. Where adverse
impacts are unavoidable, measures to mitigate the impact should be
considered. Where adequate mitigation measures are not possible,
compensatory measures may be appropriate.

Each local planning authority should produce a Local Plan for its area.

This can be reviewed in whole or in part to respond flexibly to changing
circumstances. Any additional development plan documents should only be
used where clearly justified. Supplementary planning documents should be
used where they can help applicants make successful applications or aid
infrastructure delivery, and should not be used to add unnecessarily to the
financial burdens on development.

Local Plans should be aspirational but realistic. They should address the
spatial implications of economic, social and environmental change. Local
Plans should set out the opportunities for development and clear policies on
what will or will not be permitted and where. Only policies that provide a
clear indication of how a decision maker should react to a development
proposal should be included in the plan.

Early and meaningful engagement and collaboration with neighbourhoods,
local organisations and businesses is essential. A wide section of the
community should be proactively engaged, so that Local Plans, as far as
possible, reflect a collective vision and a set of agreed priorities for the
sustainable development of the area, including those contained in any
neighbourhood plans that have been made.

Local planning authorities should set out the strategic priorities for the area
in the Local Plan. This should include strategic policies to deliver:

e the homes and jobs needed in the area;

32 Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.
33 Under section 39(2) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 a local authority exercising their plan making
functions must do so with the objective of contributing to the achievement of sustainable development.
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conducted over similar timescales, but local authorities should take care to
ensure that the purposes and statutory requirements of different assessment
processes are respected.

167. Assessments should be proportionate, and should not repeat policy
assessment that has already been undertaken. Wherever possible the local
planning authority should consider how the preparation of any assessment
will contribute to the plan’s evidence base. The process should be started
early in the plan-making process and key stakeholders should be consulted in
identifying the issues that the assessment must cover.

168. Shoreline Management Plans should inform the evidence base for planning in
coastal areas. The prediction of future impacts should include the longer term
nature and inherent uncertainty of coastal processes (including coastal
landslip), and take account of climate change.

Historic environment

169. Local planning authorities should have up-to-date evidence about the historic
environment in their area and use it to assess the significance of heritage
assets and the contribution they make to their environment. They should also
use it to predict the likelihood that currently unidentified heritage assets,
particularly sites of historic and archaeological interest, will be discovered in
the future. Local planning authorities should either maintain or have access
to a historic environment record.

170. Where appropriate, landscape character assessments should also be prepared,
integrated with assessment of historic landscape character, and for areas
where there are major expansion options assessments of landscape sensitivity.

Health and well-being

171. Local planning authorities should work with public health leads and health
organisations to understand and take account of the health status and needs
of the local population (such as for sports, recreation and places of worship),
including expected future changes, and any information about relevant
barriers to improving health and well-being.

Public safety from major accidents

172. Planning policies should be based on up-to-date information on the location of
major hazards and on the mitigation of the consequences of major accidents.

Ensuring viability and deliverability

173. Pursuing sustainable development requires careful attention to viability and
costs in plan-making and decision-taking. Plans should be deliverable.
Therefore, the sites and the scale of development identified in the plan should
not be subject to such a scale of obligations and policy burdens that their
ability to be developed viably is threatened. To ensure viability, the costs of any
requirements likely to be applied to development, such as requirements for
affordable housing, standards, infrastructure contributions or other
requirements should, when taking account of the normal cost of development
and mitigation, provide competitive returns to a willing land owner and
willing developer to enable the development to be deliverable.
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174.

175.

176.

177.

Local planning authorities should set out their policy on local standards in the
Local Plan, including requirements for affordable housing. They should assess
the likely cumulative impacts on development in their area of all existing and
proposed local standards, supplementary planning documents and policies
that support the development plan, when added to nationally required
standards. In order to be appropriate, the cumulative impact of these
standards and policies should not put implementation of the plan at serious
risk, and should facilitate development throughout the economic cycle.
Evidence supporting the assessment should be proportionate, using only
appropriate available evidence.

Where practical, Community Infrastructure Levy charges should be worked
up and tested alongside the Local Plan. The Community Infrastructure Levy
should support and incentivise new development, particularly by placing
control over a meaningful proportion of the funds raised with the
neighbourhoods where development takes place.

Where safeguards are necessary to make a particular development acceptable
in planning terms (such as environmental mitigation or compensation), the
development should not be approved if the measures required cannot be
secured through appropriate conditions or agreements. The need for such
safeguards should be clearly justified through discussions with the applicant,
and the options for keeping such costs to a minimum fully explored, so that
development is not inhibited unnecessarily.

It is equally important to ensure that there is a reasonable prospect that
planned infrastructure is deliverable in a timely fashion. To facilitate this, it is
important that local planning authorities understand district-wide
development costs at the time Local Plans are drawn up. For this reason,
infrastructure and development policies should be planned at the same time,
in the Local Plan. Any affordable housing or local standards requirements that
may be applied to development should be assessed at the plan-making stage,
where possible, and kept under review.

Planning strategically across local boundaries

178.

179.

Public bodies have a duty to cooperate on planning issues that cross
administrative boundaries, particularly those which relate to the strategic
priorities set out in paragraph 156. The Government expects joint working
on areas of common interest to be diligently undertaken for the mutual
benefit of neighbouring authorities.

Local planning authorities should work collaboratively with other bodies to
ensure that strategic priorities across local boundaries are properly co-
ordinated and clearly reflected in individual Local Plans.3® Joint working
should enable local planning authorities to work together to meet
development requirements which cannot wholly be met within their own
areas — for instance, because of a lack of physical capacity or because to do
so would cause significant harm to the principles and policies of this
Framework. As part of this process, they should consider producing joint

36 In marine areas, local planning authorities should collaborate with the Marine Management Organisation to ensure that
policies across the land/sea boundary are integrated.
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