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The next Jersey Census 

Senator Frank Walker, President of Policy and Resources Committee today announced 
that the Policy and Resources Committee has agreed a proposal from the Head of 
Statistics that the next Census of Jersey be held in 2011, not 2006 as originally planned. 

The decision has been taken against a background where more statistical information 
than ever is now available about Jersey. This means that it has been possible to consider 
whether a census is needed every 5 years and to conclude that it is a better use of 
resources to move to 10 year censuses now. The next census will therefore occur in 2011 
when most other developed countries will also undertake a census. 

Speaking in the States today Senator Walker, said:  “Running a census is a major 
operation, so we must be sure that it is needed and is the best use of resources. If the 
Statistics Unit were to run a 2006 census it would mean they could not continue to expand 
the social and economic data necessary to inform debate and facilitate policy making. 
Specifically a 2006 census would also divert resources away from the task of running the 
Household Expenditure Survey, which is currently underway, and which is essential to 
ensure that the RPI remains accurate”. 

Senator Walker said P&R had sought particular assurance that Jersey could continue to 
be able to accurately monitor the size of its population. They felt confident that the 
methodology developed by the Statistics Unit in 2004, which now enabled them to 
produce an annual estimate of population, was a significant improvement on previous 
data and which would give a timely and accurate measure. 

P&R has also agreed that of the £500,000, which will be saved over the next 5 years by 
postponing the 2006 census, nearly £200,000 will be reinvested into further improving the 
social and economic statistics that are fundamental to effective debate and policy making. 

Commenting on the developments Duncan Millard, the Head of Statistics, said: “I am 
pleased that the importance of developing official statistics has been recognised and 
supported in this way. Censuses will continue to form a major part of the information we 
all use, but we now face greater demands for more timely data, which we can now work 
with other departments to produce”. 

BACKGROUND NOTES 
1. The P&R committee paper “The Next Jersey Census” is available on the Statistics Unit website 
www.gov.je/statistics on the Census page. 

2. For further information contact: Duncan Millard, Head of Statistics, 01534 603418. 
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