
Jersey Charities Law 

 

April 2014 



2 phases 

 
 

Definition 

Commissioner 

Register 

aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎΩ duties  

phase one 

 

Regulation 
 

phase two 

Capture information 



 

 

 

 

1st stage consultation 

 

 

Å8 week consultation: 8 July ï 30 August 

Å240 people 

Å130 responses 

 

Significant mandate for Law and key proposals  

96%: definition  

89%: charitable purposes & public benefit requirement 

95%: register to make appeals for money 

94% : register to call yourself a charity 

98% register to receive tax exemptions (67% FSI) 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 

What will the law do? 

 

 

1. Charity Commissioner  
- determine if a charity is a charity;  register or deregister 

2. Tribunal  
ï grounds (decision wrong, unreasonable or unlawful) 

ï applicant: refused registration charity: required steps notice or deregistered 

third party: does not met charity test or interest in name  

ï submit new evidence but not at 2nd stage appeal to Royal Court  

ï costs if vexatious  

3. Charity test: charitable purposes and public benefit 

4.   Register: general; restricted; historic 

5. ñManagersò duties 

6. Required steps notice 

7.    Restrictions on use of ñcharityò and ñcharitableò   

8.     Amendments to tax laws 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   
 

   
  



2: Charity test - charitable purposes  
Å can only have charitable  purposes but have more than one 

Å can undertake activities which are incidental to charitable purposes 

Citizenship/ 
Community 

development 

education 

Arts, heritage, 
culture, science 

health 

Human rights, 
conflict 

resolution, 
reconciliation 

Public 
participation 

in sport 

Recreational 
facilities to 
improve life 

Religious or 
racial 

harmony  

poverty religion 
Saving lives 

Environmental 
protection or 
improvement 

Equality and 
diversity 

Relief for those in 
need (age; health; 

disability; 
financial 

hardship; other) 

animal 
welfare 



 

 

 

 

Charity test - public benefit 

Å any benefit gained by members of that entity or others, other than as 

members of the public (eg: employees) 

Å any disbenefit to the public 

Å where benefit is restricted to a section of the public, whether conditions 

associated with gaining benefit is restrictive 

Commissioner will give consideration to: 

Individual organisations, not types of organisations 

Public opinion considered but not arbiter 



 

 

 

 

Charity register 

 

 

Voluntary but if not registered cannot: 

Åbe called a charity 

Åuse term ñcharitableò when fundraising 

Åreceive charitable tax reliefs 

 

To register: 

Åpass the charity test 

Åwritten constitution 

ÅJersey entity/carry out relevant activity (more than 

fundraising)  

Åacceptable name 

      

   
 

   
  

Apply to all charities regardless of legal form 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ᾜsolicits public donations  

ᾜcan call itself a charity 

ᾜfull charitable tax reliefs 

GENERAL REGISTRATION  

¶ Must register  

¶ All registration info must be 

public (unless there is a risk to 

people/property) 

Public charities: 

Jersey hospice 

  

 x   solicit public donations  

ᾜcan call itself a charity 

ᾜ full charitable tax reliefs 

RESTRICTED REGISTRATION  

¶ Must register  

¶ Some info not public  

Private charities: 

Trust or 

Foundation 

X  solicit public donations  

X  cannot not call itself as a 

charity 

X  full charitable tax reliefs  

ᾜ receive income tax 

benefit 

EXEMPT REGISTRATION  

Law will not apply ï except 

restrictions on right to call itself a 

charity 

Not a charity: 

Financial 

services vehicle  

Register 

X  appeals for individual people: Criminal law applies if a person gains monies on false 

pretences (e.g.: fraud) 

 



   
General registration 

 

Åname  

Åcharity number 

Åaddress/es 

Åconstitutional form 

Ånames of all managers 

Å registered charitable 

purpose statement and 

registered public benefit 

statement 

Å if an externally organised 

religious charity 

Å if constitution permits a 

States Minister to act as 

charity ñmanagerò 
 

Restricted registration: 

Åcharity number 

Åconstitutional form 

Å registered charitable purpose 

statement and registered 

public benefit statement 

Ågrounds for restricted entry 

In the public domain 

Lock in to protect charitable assets 

even after deregistration 

All info provided at application 


