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Developing a new strategy for long term parking in the town....

In 2005, a Jersey household social survey identified that
35% of car users driving to work travelled less than 2
miles, a distance any reasonably fit person could walk.
Improvement to public realm and the reinforcement of
pedestrian and cycle routes through the town coupled
with raising public awareness of the health benefits of
walking and cycling, will all help to reduce traffic as will
improved bus services.

In addition to the States strategy to achieve a 15%
reduction by re-education and a modal shift from the
home base, this masterplan proposes an additional
medium and long term strategy, which acknowledges
the expected continued population growth on the Island.
Traffic heading into town should be encouraged to stop
and park on the periphery around the ring road, so that
car users can then walk, bike or bus into the centre.
This will require a significant shift in the approach to how
commuter parking is controlled in St Helier as a large
proportion is currently provided by private landlords in a
multitude of small car parks, well scattered throughout
the centre of town. These small private car parks draw
commuter traffic deep into the centre of town, and result
in a cumulatively large area of the town centre being left
as tarmac parking lots.

The strategy

To provide high quality, secure long stay parking along
the ring road to minimise unnecessary commuter traffic in
the town centre.

This strategy does not automatically lead to the
construction of new car parks, but the rationalisation,
consolidation and possible extension of those existing car
parks which are already well sited on or close to the ring
road, the closure of small privately owned town centre car
parks, with the construction of new additional car parking
on the ring road only when demand dictates.

Incentives will be required to encourage people to choose
to walk instead of drive, and for commuters to park their
cars in the car park closest to their point of approach/
entry to St Helier, to avoid encouraging people to circulate
around an already overwhelmed ring road, or attempt to
cross town to the car park closest to their final destination.
This can be achieved by offering designated parking
spaces and/or reducing parking costs for particular car

parks tailored to an individual's home address, rather
than work address. There will need to be dispensations
for those who are mobility impaired. For commuters who
make school drop-off, enroute school bus services could
be organised to pick up from these commuter car park
locations, and to circulate for drop off/pick up around the
schools of which the greatest number are all located in St
Saviours to the east, and in relatively close proximity to
each other.

The benefits of this strategy are three-fold:

* The centre and north of St Helier will enjoy a
reduction in commuter traffic. The reduction does not
appear to be as significant as was initially expected
when modelled by the traffic engineers. This strategy
will, however, avoid the further choking up of the
centre as the Island population increases;

* Anincrease in pedestrian and cycle traffic, this is
linked to improved public realm and routes;

* Plots within the centre of town which were lying
undeveloped as car parks, will become available for
development.

Aspirational taffic scheme - stopping commuter traffic on the periphery














