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Common name 
Per

person
limit

Vessel
limit

Minimum
size (cm)

Amber Jack 1 5 -

Atlantic Bonito 1 5 -

Bream

Black Bream
Gilt-head Bream

Red Bream
Couche’s Bream

10* 50*

23
-

25
-

Round fish

Cod 
Coalfish

Haddock 
Hake 

Poor Cod
Rockling 

Ling 
Whiting

10* 50*

35
-

30
30
-
-

63
27

Number of
people on

board

Number of
Bream

Number of
Lobster

1 10 5

4 40 5

5 50 5

6 50 5

Common name 
Per

person
limit

Vessel
limit

Minimum
size (cm)

Conger Eel 2 2 58

Flat fish

Brill
Flounder

Lemon Sole 
Plaice
Sole 

Turbot

10* 50*

30
25
25
27
24
30

Gurnard Species 20* PPL -

Silver fish

Anchovy
Herring 
Sardine 
 Sandeel 

Sprat

5KG* PPL

12
20
11
-
-

Mackerel

Mackerel 
Scad

40 200*
20
15

Mullet

Mullet Species
Red Mullet

20* -
20
15

Pollack 3 15 30

Pouting 20 100 -

Jersey’s recreational fishing bag limits help ensure the Island’s stocks remain sustainable. Daily
bag limits and minimum landing sizes are based on the best available data and, if appropriate,
match UK and French measures, but they are not necessarily the same.

Bag Limits and minimum sizes 
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*For groups with more than one species, the bag limit comprises wholly of any single species or a combination of
species. For example, Flat fishes: 8 Turbot and 2 Brill is the personal limit of 10. 

Per Person Limit (PPL): Where there is no
vessel limit, the PPL applies for each
individual person onboard.

When fishing from a boat, the bag limit may
apply to the vessel and allow up to five people
to catch one species up to their limit. 
For example:

Fish species with 0 Bag Limit: 
Albacore Tuna, Angel Shark, Basking Shark,
Bigeye Tuna, Black Skate, Bluefin Tuna, Blue
Shark, Common Skate, Giant Goby, Orange
Roughy, Porbeagle Shark, Shad species, Small-
eyed Ray, Smooth Hammerhead Shark,
Spurdog, Tope, White Shark and White Skate.
Bass is 0 in February and March.

Bag limits and minimum landing sizes



Common name 
Per

person
limit

Vessel
limit

Minimum
size (cm)

Bait Worms 2Kg* PPL -

Black winkle 200 PPL -

Brown Crab 5 5 15

Common Whelk 5Kg 5Kg 4.5

European Lobster 5 5 8.9**

**Lobster size to change to 9cm on 1st August 2026

Green Crab 100 PPL -

Spider Crab 10 50 12

Velvet Crab 40 40 6.5

Limpet Species 100* PPL -

Ormer 20 100 9

Otter Shell 20 20 -

Oyster Species 50* 50* -

Scallop 24*** PPL 10.5

***Dive caught scallops require a permit.
Shore gathered scallops do not require a

permit.

222

How to measure a fish:
Measured from tip of the snout to end of the
tail fin:

Guidance on how to measure shellfish:
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Common name 
Per

person
limit

Vessel
limit

Minimum
size (cm)

Rays

Blonde Ray 
Thornback Ray
Undulate Ray

5* 5* -

Bass 2** 10 42

**No bass to be retained during the closed
season in February and March

Houndsharks

Bull Huss
Smooth-hound

5* 5* -

Dogfish 20 PPL

Squid/Cuttlefish 10Kg PPL

Common Octopus 2 PPL 0.75Kg

Wrasse Species 2* 10* -

Bag limits and minimum sizes continued

Common name 
Per

person
limit

Vessel
limit

Minimum
size (cm)

Cockles

Common Cockle 
Dog Cockle

Norwegian Cockle 
Rough Cockle

150* 150*

-
-
-
-

Clams

Paloudre Spp. 
Manilla Clam 

Praire 
Surf Clam

Razorfish Spp. 

150* PPL

4
4
4

2.5
10

Latin names of species can be found in the Sea Fisheries (Bag Limits) (Jersey) Order 2020
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The minimum size for Ormers
is 9 cm measured across the
broadest part of the shell.

Daily Limit: 20 Ormers / person, 100 Ormers / boat if 5+ persons on board. If less than 5 persons,
individual bag limit applies. Ormers may be possessed for 2 days after the final permitted fishing day.

Ormer Season 2026
Fishing for Ormers may only take place from 1st October until 30th
April. During the Ormering season, fishing may only take place on
the first day of each new or full moon and the three following
days. It should be noted that if a full moon falls for example on
29th April, fishing still cannot take place after 30th April. 
Fresh Ormers may only be possessed between 1st October and
30th April inclusive and then only on the first day of each new or
full moon and the three following days on a vessel or the five
following days on land. The term “fresh” does not include frozen,
cured or otherwise preserved, so those wishing to freeze down
ormers to be eaten out of season, may still do so. Ormers cannot
be exported from the Island unless they are fresh, and then only
on the days fishing is permitted.
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Fishing permitted on the following dates



Return all catch you do not intend to use alive to the sea to help
conserve stocks. 

Place discarded tackle and other rubbish in bins or take it home
for disposal (see recycling scheme for pots, nets and rope).

Use appropriate fishing equipment for the species targetted. 

For some species circle hooks can reduce the incidence of deep
hooking. Consider using them as a conservation measure. 

Recreational Fishing
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Code of Conduct 

Diving for scallops
Scallops may only be collected using SCUBA or free diving equipment if a
valid scallop diving permit is held.  
You can apply for a permit online. Search scallop diving on 
www.gov.je.  

‘Turn it and Return it’
If you turn over rocks,

return them to their
original position to

preserve the
environment beneath.

Studies show it can take
5-10 years to recover if

left upturned.



Regulations 
Beach set nets, hooks, and lines: Trot lines, hooks and nets set
from the beach are prohibited. 
Boat set nets: Nets set from a boat may only be used where the
depth of the sea is more than 130cm and nets must be marked
with a red and white netting marker buoy. The minimum mesh size
for recreational fishers is 112mm. Set nets must not be used within
200m of the shoreline during daylight hours in the period 1  April
to 15  October.

st

th

Marking of gear: All fishing gear left in the sea must be clearly
marked with the J / JY number, or the name of the boat.
Parlour pots: Parlour pots must have at least one escape gap of
the legally required dimensions in the lowest part of the parlour
area. They may not be used within the no-parlour zones at Les
Ecrehous and Les Minquiers. See gov.je for details.
Fishing licences: Any boat used for commercial fishing (where
catch is sold) must hold a valid Jersey Fishing Boat licence.
 Underwater Fishing: It is illegal to take any shellfish, other than
crabs, from the sea with the aid of underwater breathing
apparatus, including mask / goggles. Scallops may be dived for if
the correct permit is held.
Harbour limits: Nets or pots cannot be set inside harbour areas.
The harbour areas can be found in the Harbours (Administration)
(Jersey) Law 1961. 

The Marine Resources Panel 
Established in the 1970's, this panel advises the Minster for the

Environment on fisheries and marine environment matters.
Panel members represent the commercial, recreational and

environmental sectors. If you have an issue to raise this needs
to be done through one of the listed associations - please see
the Fisheries and Marine Resources Panel webpage on gov.je

6



Marine Resources officers carry out routine 
inspection checks throughout Jersey’s territorial waters, from piers

and low water areas on-island, to offshore reefs and the limits of
our shared fishing zones. Officers regularly board local and French
vessels, both recreational and commercial. Checks are conducted

to ensure fishing regulations are adhered to, such as minimum
sizes, open/closed seasons, gear construction and compliance with

fishing zones.

The JMSP is a holistic framework for the future of Jersey’s marine and
coastal realm. Its vision is a thriving marine environment, providing

environmental, economic, cultural and social benefits. 
 

Priorities relating to recreational fishing can be found in Chapter 11 
of the JMSP. Search ‘Marine Spatial Plan’ on gov.je.

Think you’ve seen illegal fishing?
Please report it: 

Office hours (Environment Department): 01534 441600 
Out of office hours (Coastguard): 01534 447705

Report an issue by email: marineresources@gov.je

For any emergencies on the beach or at sea please call
Coastguard: 01534 447705
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Jersey Marine Spatial Plan

Enforcement 



Code of Conduct 

Fishing Recycling Scheme
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A collaboration between Ports of
Jersey, Government, the Jersey
Fishermen’s Association and the
Jersey Prison Service has introduced
a successful recycling scheme for
fishing gear.

Previously fishers were unable to
recycle or dump their end-of-life
fishing gear as the pots and nets
consist of mixed materials. There is
now a dedicated area next to La
Collette Slip to leave used fishing gear.
These materials are collected weekly
by one of the collaborators.

You can now
recycle your pots,

nets and rope.

DROP OFF LOCATION:  Fishermen’s Compound - La Collette -
what3words:///grapes.edits.evidently



What should you do?
If you notice anyone in the bay that appears to
be fishing or taking any animal or plant life from
the bay, do not confront them. Please record all
relevant information (time and date, location
and description of the activity and the vessel or
person, your location, and photo/video footage
with land reference in view if possible, and
report to Marine Resources.

Portelet No Take Zone 

Sea fishing and taking of aquatic resources is prohibited in Portelet no-take zone (NTZ).

Please be aware that scientific surveys will be
carried out in the bay from June to September
every year - any scientific gear will be marked
with ‘Marine Resources’.
 

Sea Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (Portelet Bay) (Jersey)
Regulations 2022

Law and Limits
The Portelet NTZ came into force on the 2 May
2022. Within the area, the law prohibits fishing of
any kind and taking of aquatic resources. 

nd 

 
The NTZ is bounded on the seaward side by a
straight line from 49°10.150N 2°10.988W to
49°10.015N 2°10.374W, as determined in
accordance with the World Geodetic System in
1984.
 
What are aquatic resources?
Any living creature, plant or seaweed.

No Take Zone Benefits 
A No Take Zone (NTZ) is a type of Highly
Protected Marine Area where no fishing or
extractive activity, whether commercial or
recreational, can take place.

NTZs have been used with great success in
other areas, with increases in both fish biomass
and species diversity. 

Citizen Science 
There are many opportunities for the public to
support the initiative directly. Jersey Marine
Conservation, which provides survey training for
snorkelers and divers, is part of the collaboration.
The Jersey International Centre of Advanced
Studies is also providing research support
through its Masters programme. The Blue Marine
Foundation has developed a snorkel trail within
the bay, which includes an education initiative with
local schools. Citizen science and Marine
Resources surveys will build on work begun in the
1980s and help to document any changes.

If you would like to volunteer in any citizen science
projects please contact the Marine Biology
Section of the Société Jersiaise:

              marinebiology@societe-jersiaise.org

Please bear in mind that the Marine Biology
Section is run by volunteers and they may not be
able to respond straight away. 
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Follow the Marine and Coastal Wildlife Watching Code. 

Keep to the paths and be aware of where you walk, 
particularly in nesting season. 

Keep dogs away from roosting sites and on a leash. 

Refrain from dropping litter, leaving dog mess or 
discarding old fishing tackle. 

Avoid excessive noise, it disturbs nesting birds and
may cause them to abandon their young. 

Use designated car parks to minimise habitat 
destruction. 

Marine and Coastal 
Code of Conduct 

On land 

At sea

Please consider 
how your actions 

will affect the 
marine environment 

and other users

Follow the Marine and Coastal Wildlife Watching 
Code.

Stay away from coastal nesting sites.

Do not approach or disturb birds on the surface as 
they may be resting, courting or feeding. 

Do not swim with, touch or feed any marine 
wildlife. 

Do not harass marine mammals by chasing them, 
overcrowding or not allowing them an escape 
route. 

Do not dump any waste or fuel into the sea. 
Dispose in appropriate onshore facilities. 

*Copy of code available online (www.gov.je/environment) 
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If you discover a live stranded marine mammal
please contact British Divers Marine Life Rescue
on 07797 728551. If you discover a dead marine
mammal contact the Environment Department
on 441600.

Marine Mammal Sightings 

These are, in order of commonality, Bottlenose
Dolphins, Grey Seals, Common Dolphins and
Harbour Porpoise.
Other species, such as Pilot Whales and Risso’s
Dolphin, are occasionally seen but are much rarer. 

The pod of Bottlenose Dolphins around
Jersey is one of the largest in the world and it
is not unusual for boaters, kayakers and other
marine users to encounter them just off the
coast. Grey Seals are generally seen in rocky
areas just offshore and form small colonies in
some locations.

Common and Risso’s Dolphins tend to live
further offshore and are not often seen close
to the shore. All marine mammals are
protected by law and, if encountered, vessels
must maintain a slow, steady speed and keep
a safe distance.

There is still much to learn about the
abundance, distribution and behaviour of
Jersey’s marine mammals. The Government of
Jersey and the Société Jersiaise run a joint
research project which asks members of the
public to submit sightings using the
Epicollect5 app SJ Dolphin Watch project or
via the Société’s website.

Between 2016 and 2026, 2,300 sightings have
been reported through the app. This
information, in combination with local
hydrophone stations and other sightings data
from various organisations, helps to understand
the distribution and behaviours of our resident
dolphins. Targeted seal surveys are also carried
out annually.

Jersey is home to several species of marine mammal although only four are regularly
encountered inshore. 

Code of Conduct for Dolphin Watching 
Maintain forward progress at a slow, steady
speed. 
Keep to a steady course without stops or
deviations, except for safety reasons. 
Always slow down gradually to a no-wake speed
if dolphins appear directly ahead. 
Once clear of the animals, slowly resume
cruising speed. If dolphins approach the boat or
bow ride, maintain a slow cruising speed. 
For your safety and that of the dolphins, do not
allow your crew to swim with, touch or attempt
to feed them – these are wild animals.

Stranded Marine Mammals 
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 01534 441600

fisheries@gov.je
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