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Dreaming Trees provides a wonderful opportunity to be inspired by nature; even in the
winter the local trees provide natural materials to use creatively and are a subject to study

light, shadows, shape and texture.

The illuminations are all about light and how this can show our trees differently, creating
magic and atmosphere. References to other light shows are included for learners to

consider the merit of this as an artistic medium.

The title ‘Dreaming Trees’ also provides a challenge to bring this to life by considering
what trees dream of while they look to be sleeping until spring. Children and young people
are invited to share designs with us so these can be projected as part of the illuminations.

Please see gov.je/dreamingtrees for more information on how to get involved.

Introduction
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http://www.gov.je/dreamingtress


KEY STAGE 1
Curriculum objectives

Use a range of materials creatively 

Use drawing, painting and sculpture
to develop and share their ideas,
experiences and imagination 

Develop a wide range of art and
design techniques in using colour,
pattern, texture, line, shape, form
and space 

 

Learning intention
Use natural materials creatively 

Look at the different colours of trees in the day and how the trees are
illuminated after dark

Learn about other light shows and the differences and similarities

What do you think trees dream of?  Bring your ideas to life using
different materials and techniques

Resources
Please refer to our resource sheets:
Light shows and illuminations 
What do trees dream of? 

Useful links:
Bark rubbing
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/how-to/make-things/how-to-
make-a-bark-rubbing/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/11/tree-bark-crafts/ 4

Share your designs with us

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/how-to/make-things/how-to-make-a-bark-rubbing/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/11/tree-bark-crafts/


KEY STAGE 2
Curriculum objectives

Create sketch books to record 
 observations and use them to
review and revisit ideas

Improve their mastery of art and
design techniques, including
drawing, painting and sculpture with
a range of materials 

Learn about great artists, architects
and designers in history

Learning intention
Learn about other light shows and the differences and similarities 

Create sketch book entries to record observations of how the trees
look different in the day and when they are illuminated after dark,
consider the colours, shadows, shape and texture. Include bark
rubbings in your sketch book

What do you think trees dream of?  Use different techniques to
record your ideas

Resources
Please refer to our resource sheets:
Light shows and illuminations 
What do trees dream of? 

Useful links:
Bark rubbing
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/how-to/make-things/how-to-
make-a-bark-rubbing/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/11/tree-bark-crafts/ 5

Share your designs with us

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/how-to/make-things/how-to-make-a-bark-rubbing/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2019/11/tree-bark-crafts/


KEY STAGE 3
Curriculum objectives

Use a range of techniques to record
their observations in sketchbooks as
a basis for exploring their ideas
Use a range of techniques and
media to increase their proficiency in
the handling of different materials
Analyse and evaluate their own
work, and that of others
Learn about the history of art, craft,
design and architecture, including
periods, styles and major
movements from ancient times up to
the present day

Learning intention
Use a range of techniques to create sketch book entries to record
observations of how the trees look different in the day and when they
are illuminated after dark, consider the colours, shadows, shape and
texture

Analyse and evaluate the visual impact of the illumination in the park 

Learn about other light shows, the differences and similarities and
growing popularity and consider their role as art 

What do you think trees dream of?  Use this as a theme to use a
range of techniques and media to record your ideas

Resources
Please refer to our resource sheets:
Light shows and illuminations 
What do trees dream of? 
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Share your designs with us



ALL KEY
STAGES
Activity idea

make your own
illumination

Use torches and battery operated lights to create your own miniature
illumination. 
Look at the shadows. 
Use coloured tissue paper or paint different materials to create
different coloured lenses. 
Choose a theme for your light show and consider how you can bring
this to life.

The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Cornwall Howard Davis Park, Jersey

Refer to our resource sheet: light shows
and illuminations for ideas
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Resource sheet:  
light shows and
illuminations

Light shows and illuminations take place across the globe to show off natural and manufactured
landscapes, to bring people together and to communicate different messages.

We have included some of our favourite examples in this pack.
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1 Heligan Night Garden

The Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall create
an ‘enchanting lantern experience’ and
illuminate a magical garden trail.

Reference:

Watch the video (1 minute):
https://vimeo.com/773411482
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https://vimeo.com/773411482


2 The Enchanted Forest, Scotland

2022’s event was the 20th anniversary show and blended light, video and sound to
make the Faskally Wood come to life. Every year the event has a theme, 2022 was
Together ‘inspired by the hopeful public mood of togetherness that so many are now
enjoying after such a long time apart’.

Reference: 
https://www.enchantedforest.org.uk/
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https://www.enchantedforest.org.uk/


3 Illuminated River, London

This is a long term art installation that transforms the Thames
at night with a series of environmentally conscious light works
that span nine bridges in central London. It spans 3.2 miles in
length and is the longest public art commission in the world.

References:
https://illuminatedriver.london/
Watch the YouTube video: 
https://youtu.be/Mo7mvqFN2pg
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https://illuminatedriver.london/
https://youtu.be/Mo7mvqFN2pg


4 other examples

Copenhagen Light Festival:
https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/

 

 
Amsterdam Light Festival: 

https://amsterdamlightfestival.com/en
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https://copenhagenlightfestival.org/
https://amsterdamlightfestival.com/en


Resource sheet:  
what do trees dream of?

Scientific research has shown that trees communicate with each other, share resources, support
the eco-system and work together over a ‘wood wide web’. 

Over the winter, we can think of trees as sleeping as they conserve their energy and wait for
spring.

If trees are sleeping, perhaps they dream. What do you think trees dream of?
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OVER 100
YEARS OLD
Trees live to be hundreds of years old,
for example this Sweet Chestnut tree in
Howard Davis Park is over 100 years
old.
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If a tree has lived for 100 years, they have lived
through historic events and changes in how we live
day to day, for example the use of cars, increase in
buildings, changes in fashion and music and
technology. 

Their environment has changed (think about the
changes in noise, air quality and weather as
examples) and the people around them have
changed (think about how we dress, how we talk (for
example Jèrriais) and how we use the park).

What do you think trees dream of?

Coumme est qu'tu'es 
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