
 
 

BUILDING CONTROL GUIDANCE NOTE: 2023-05 
DATE: 17/10/2023 
SUBJECT: Mezzanine Type Storage floors 

 

BRE Digest 437 sets out an alternative approach for the structural design of mezzanine 
type floors which are often proposed in warehouse type buildings. This digest allows 
floors to be designed to take imposed loads which are less than those stated in BS6399 
Part 1, subject to a Management Document being prepared and loading notices 
provided. 
 
When an application for such a floor is received, and the design imposed loads are not 
in accordance with BS 6399 Part 1 the following information should be requested: 
 
1) Statement that the structure has been designed in accordance with BRE Digest 437. 
2) Use of floor specified and design imposed loads (UDL & PL) clearly stated on drawings. 

(see Table 1 of Digest) 
3) Full structural design calculations to be provided with SER package.  

These should include: 
(1) A statement on how the floor has been designed to ensure lateral stability.  
(2) Calculations for any existing structure to which it is connected. 
(3) Loads calculated at base plates to be stated, together with the required load 

bearing capacity of the  floor slab / and ground below. 
(4) Type and thickness of decking to be specified. If chipboard is to be used it 

should be Type P5 to BS EN 312-5 or P7 to BS EN 312-7. 
4) Management Document prepared in accordance with BRE Digest 437 to be 

requested. (See below example)  
5) Plans should state that Loading Notices to be provided adjacent to access stairs and 

at any dedicated loading points. (example below) 
6) Building permit to have informative condition stating that the plans have been 

approved on the basis that the use of the floor will be managed in accordance with 
the management document. (The management document should be recorded as an 
“approved drawing” on the building permit, and a copy issued with the approved 
drawings) 

 
This guidance only applies to the requirements of Part 1. All other bye-law 
requirements i.e. Parts 2, 7 and 11 will need to be considered in the normal way.   

 



 
 

 
 

 
 


