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Tax Timeline 

The Tax Timeline gives an 
overview of all the documents 
you receive and actions you 
complete in the annual tax cycle. 

Top Tax Tasks 

The Top Tax Tasks explains the 
key documents and actions in 
the annual personal tax cycle, 
to help you understand and 
manage your tax affairs. Please 
read this before using the 
change checklist.

Tax Journey Checklist 

The Tax Journey Checklist gives 
you extra information about the 
steps in moving to Independent 
Taxation.
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Independent
Taxation
Payment on Account (POA)

From January 2027, you’ll receive your tax documents to complete for your first year (2026) 
of Independent Taxation. During 2026, you’ll also need to finalise your last year (2025) as a 
couple in the current system of married or civil partnership taxation.

Please keep this leaflet safe as you’ll find it useful.

Why am I getting this?
According to our records you are currently taxed jointly under married or civil partnership taxation. 
You will be taxed independently from 2026. Therefore, both you and your spouse or partner will start 
receiving any information in your own right, which includes this leaflet.

November 2025

For customers 
who pay tax by 

payment on account 
(POA), for example if 

you are self-employed 
or retired.

Change Guide

https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/IndependentTaxation.aspx


Use this timeline and your journey checklist to track your progress as you finalise your last year of 
married or civil partnership tax and go through your first two years of Independent Taxation. 

This timeline shows what documents you receive when, and what actions you need to complete 
each year. Tax tasks for each year of tax always spread over a 2-year period, as it’s impossible to 
complete your return for a tax year until after the year has ended. We’ve colour coded each year’s 
tax tasks so you can easily see which year each activity is for. If you’re not usually the spouse or 
partner who completes the tax return, you won’t need to file your first return until 2027 (for the 
2026 tax year). Your first payment on account will be due in November 2027.

  2025      2026     2027 

To get started in understanding the annual cycle take a look at the Top Tax Tasks,  
which are numbered on this timeline and read the descriptions of what’s involved in managing  
your tax affairs each year. 
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2025 - Last year of Current Married Taxation

Annual Tax Timeline
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2026 - Your first year of Independent Taxation
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3 3
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File your 2025  
Tax return
January - July 2026

File your 2026  
Tax return
January - July 2027

Receive 2025 Notice 
of Assessment
January - November 2026

Receive 2026 Notice 
of Assessment
January - November 2027

2025 1st POA 
(40% or 50%) 
30/11/25

2025 2nd POA 
(40% or 50%)
due 31/05/26

2026 2nd POA  
(40% or 50%)
due 31/05/27

2026 1st POA  
(40% or 50%)
due 30/11/26

2027 1st POA  
(40% or 50%)
due 30/11/27

2025 Balance
due 30/11/26

2025 payment 
surcharge deadline 
30/11/26

2026 Balance
due 30/11/27

2026 payment 
surcharge deadline 
30/11/27

2025  
paper 
return 
deadline
31/05/26

2026 
paper 
return 
deadline
31/05/27

2025  
online 
return 
deadline
31/07/26

2026 
online 
return 
deadline
31/07/27

2027 - Your second year of Independent Taxation

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/IndependentTaxation.aspx


         

         1st Payment on Account1 

You’re asked to make two Payments on Account 
each year unless your tax is nil.

Your Notice of Assessment will detail what you 
need to pay when. The 1st Payment must be 
made by 30 November and it may be 40% or 
50% of your previous year’s bill, depending on 
your circumstances. 

  Take control

Keep your assessment somewhere safe and 
highlight the two payment dates and amount. 
Diarise reminders to pay. If you want to spread your 
payments over a year, you can set up a monthly 
direct debit. You can find more information about 
this at gov.je/TaxPayments.

If your circumstances have changed significantly 
since you submitted your last return, it’s important 
to get your return in early. 

  Good to know 

Example of how the Payment on Account cycle works: 

•	 In April 2026 you receive your Notice of Assessment 
confirming your tax for 2025 (and the exact 
outstanding balance).   

•	 It will also tell you to make two payments towards 
your 2026 tax bill (calculated as 40% or 50% of your 
2025 tax) by November 2026, then May 2027. 

•	 The Payment on Account amounts are, as directed 
by law, based on your previous assessment – the 
exact amount of tax due can’t be confirmed until your 
2026 tax return is received and assessed.

•	 If your tax is nil, you’ll get a notice of assessment 
which says no tax to pay and your payment on 
account will be nil.

         File your return2

Each January, if you file online you’ll receive an 
email with a link to the tax return form and if 
you don’t you’ll receive a paper return by post. 

The online filing deadline is 31 July. The paper 
deadline is 31 May. 

  Take control

Once you submit your return, we can calculate your 
actual tax due for the previous year and send you 
your Notice of Assessment. 

The sooner you submit, the sooner you’ll know 
what you owe and be able to adjust your budgeting.

If you file late you will have to pay a £300 late filing 
penalty. The penalty increases by £50 per month 
you are late up to a maximum of £750.

  Good to know 

If you want to switch to online filing, you can do this 
using the step-by-step guidance on gov.je/mytaxreturn.

 

         Notice of assessment3

Each year, you’ll receive a Notice of 
Assessment after you’ve submitted your tax 
return. It confirms the actual tax due on your 
previous year’s income and what balance you 
still have to pay (if any).  

  Take control

The back of the notice includes the income you 
have been assessed on, which deductions and 
allowances you have received and the calculation  
of your tax.

It’s important to keep this document so you can  
check your payment deadlines and amounts to pay.

 

  Good to know 

You’ll usually receive your Notice of Assessment within 
30 working days of submitting your return, but it could 
take longer if your circumstances are more complicated.  

         2nd Payment on Account4

The deadline to make your 2nd payment is 31 
May each year. The amount that you need to pay 
is on your previous year’s Notice of Assessment.  

  Take control

If you receive your Notice of Assessment before 31 
May, you’ll know exactly how much you need to pay 
to clear the full balance. You can then:

•	 Pay the lower amount if the exact balance is 
less than the 2nd Payment on Account amount 
on the previous Notice of Assessment.

•	 Pay the full balance if it’s more than the 2nd 
Payment on Account amount OR

•	 Pay the ‘Payment on Account’ amount on the 
previous Notice of Assessment and then pay 
the remaining balance by 30 November. 

         Pay any balances5

After you’ve made your 1st and 2nd Payment 
on Account for your previous year’s tax, if 
there’s any remaining balance, it must be paid 
by 30 November.

The amount of tax that needs to be paid by 
30 November is the balance on your Notice of 
Assessment for that year, less any payments 
you have made since it was issued to you. 

  Take control

If you don’t pay by the 30 November deadline, you will 
get a late payment surcharge of 10% on the balance.

 

  Good to know 

If there is a very significant credit on your account you 
can contact Revenue Jersey to request it to be repaid; or 
you can leave it on your account and it will be deducted 
from the following year’s tax balance.

Do note, the final payment deadline for the previous 
year’s tax is the same date as the 1st payment for the 
current year’s tax. 

         Changes of circumstances6

It’s likely you want to make sure you’re saving 
the right amount to cover your tax as closely as 
possible, but because your Payment On Account 
amounts are as directed by law, based on your 
previous assessment, it’s possible that your 
income or circumstance might change, and 
affect your allowances and how much tax you 
need to pay. 

Use the online tax calculator at  
gov.je/taxcalculator to get an idea of how any 
change may impact your tax, and whether you 
need to save more, or less than the payment 
amount on your Notice Of Assessment, to be 
ready to pay your full bill by the deadline. 

  Take control

These kind of changes might significantly affect 
your tax:

•	 moving from part-time to full-time work or full-
time to part-time work

•	 starting a family
•	 retiring
•	 paying or ceasing to pay for childcare. 

The Payment on Account amounts are always 
based on your previous assessment. If you believe 
the amounts are too high, you can apply to have 
the Payment on Account amounts reduced or 
waived. You should also file your annual tax return 
if you’ve not yet done so.
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Find out more about Independent Taxation at gov.je/IndependentTax. 
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Top Tax Tasks
If you’re pressed for time, just read the text in bold

 We’ve divided the information on Top Tax Tasks into three categories:

Bold text -  If you read nothing else, read this
  - If you know this, you’ll be more able to manage your tax
  - Additional information that helps you understand the annual cycle

https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Individuals/YourTaxReturn/Pages/FileYourPersonalTaxReturn.aspx
https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/HowTaxWorks.aspx#/
https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/IndependentTaxation.aspx


You may find the information below helpful in reviewing your arrangements:

The amount of tax you’ll pay
You may pay the same, less or more combined 
tax under Independent Taxation. One spouse 
or civil partner may pay more, the other less. 

You can use our tax calculator 
at any time to explore how 
tax allowances work, and 
check how your tax may be 
affected by possible changes of 
circumstances.

gov.je/TaxCalculator

Tax calculator

Authorities to act
With Independent Taxation, any court appointed 
powers of attorney will remain. However, if you 
have a letter of authority for your spouse or 
civil partner to act on your behalf, these will 
no longer be in force. If you still need to speak 
to us about your spouse’s or partner’s affairs 
after Independent Taxation we will need a new 
letter of authority.

Tax agents

If you have appointed a tax agent to deal with 
your tax, this will stay in place for the primary 
taxpayer. As the spouse or civil partner, you can 
choose to deal with your own tax or appoint 
your own tax agent. Any approved tax agent will 
be able to help with this.  

Existing debt including PYB
Paying the tax on income in any year before 
you moved to Independent Taxation, including 
‘2019 PYB tax’ will always  remain the 
responsibility of the primary taxpayer in the 
marriage or civil partnership.

Most couples decide together how they pay any 
arrears, in the same way they deal with other 
liabilities that are legally in one partner’s name.

gov.je/PYB2019Tax

  Get ready to file

If this will be the first time you have had to file a 
tax return there is lots of help on our website for 
paper and on-line filers - gov.je/MyTaxReturn.

If you want to file online you’ll need a digital ID 
and a onegov account. You can get digital ID help 
on our website - gov.je/JerseyMe or gov.je/yoti.

Change highlights

Shared allowances
Any available child allowance will be shared 
between you equally unless you tell us 
otherwise. You may request to share this 
allowance differently if an alternate sharing 
arrangement suits your circumstances better.  
To do this use the form on gov.je/TaxRequest. 

If you want to see how sharing the child 
allowances differently changes your tax, you can 
use the tax calculator to do this.

gov.je/IndependentTax

Claiming deductions
You can claim expenses that you pay personally, 
for example contributions into a pension 
scheme, on your own tax return. 

Any claim for child care tax relief should be made 
by the person who pays for the child care.

If you share the payment of these costs, you 
should record on your own tax return only the 
portion of the costs that you pay.Compensatory allowance

Most people will pay the same amount of tax 
under Independent Taxation.
If one spouse has income that’s less than the 
single allowance, that couple would pay more 
tax. A  compensatory allowance will be available 
to all couples who were married or in a civil 
partnership before 1 January 2022 to help.

Here is an example of a couple with 
compensatory allowance as one spouse has 
income below the single taxable threshold.

Receiving the compensatory allowance
There are two ways to receive the compensatory 
allowance.

You can fill out a joint tax return and the 
allowance will be calculated automatically if  
you need it.
You can fill out individual tax returns. We will 
need to receive both of them before we can 
calculate any compensatory allowance.

You will only need the compensatory allowance 
if one spouse or civil partner’s income is less 
than the single allowance in that year. We will let 
you know in 2026 how to choose to file a joint 
tax return and how you claim the compensatory 
allowance.
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https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/HowTaxWorks.aspx#/
https://www.gov.je/taxesmoney/incometax/individuals/payingtaxearnings/pages/prioryearbasistaxpayment.aspx
https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Individuals/YourTaxReturn/Pages/FileYourPersonalTaxReturn.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Government/DigitalServices/DigitalID/Pages/JerseyMe.aspx
https://www.gov.je/Government/DigitalServices/DigitalID/Pages/Yoti.aspx
https://one.gov.je/service/Personal_Tax_Enquiry
https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/IndependentTaxation.aspx


Find out more about Independent Taxation at gov.je/IndependentTax. 
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How to contact us

Enquiries online

You can use our enquiry form at gov.je/TaxRequest, to get help 
and information. You’ll get a response within 5 working days.

By phone

You can call us on +44 (0) 1534 440300. 

Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm

Appointments and drop-in visits

You can either book an appointment with us for a particular 
time, or drop in and wait for one of our officers at our helpdesk. 
Union Street | St Helier | Jersey | JE2 3DN

https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/IndependentTaxation.aspx
https://one.gov.je/service/Personal_Tax_Enquiry

